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Pride Suncatchers for Teens
Thursday, June 1st | 3-4:30pm | Collaboratory | Grades 6-12 
Click to register
Spread your light by making a suncatcher decorated with your pride flag! We’ll take glass frames and 
use translucent paint to let the sun in and shine a rainbow. 

How to Be An Ally: A Pride Month Primer!
Wednesday, June 7th | 7-8:30pm | Community Room & Zoom | All ages 
Click to register
Join Connecticut’s own Stonewall Speakers to learn how you can be a better ally to the LGBTQ+ 
community! You will learn what allies are, develop competency around terminology, hear the 
experiences of LGBTQ+ people, and learn what ally behaviors to deploy in every situation—in the 
workplace, at home, with friends, and more. Transgender allies are especially needed at this time, so 
we will spend a good amount of time talking about how to be a trans ally.

Wallingford Celebrates Pride: 
LGBTQ+ Voices on Creativity, Expression, and Identity 
Tuesday, June 27th | 6:30-8pm | Community Room | All ages 
Click to register
Wallingford Public Library is celebrating Pride Month this June by highlighting creative voices in 
the LGBTQ+ community! Join moderator Aqua Drakes, of Drakes & Burton Consulting, for a 
panel discussion about creativity, expression, and identity. Learn what inspires local creators, how 
they approach the creative process, and why community matters to their craft. Panelists will be 
announced soon. And don’t miss Part II of our Pride programming: as a follow-up to our panel, we’re 
hosting a fun, participatory session where audience members, led by an artist featured in the panel, 
will collaboratively design and build artwork to be installed in the library (Date TBA!).
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2023 Words
a Monthly Publication of thea Monthly Publication of the

 Wallingford Public Library

https://bit.ly/3NPrfwJ
https://bit.ly/3MhX8wZ
https://bit.ly/3Bjepzj


Wallingford Public Library
200 North Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492

(203) 265-6754  |  wallingfordlibrary.org 
Library Director: Jane Fisher 

Words, a publication of the Wallingford Public Library, is sent electronically to members 
of the Wallingford Public Library Association. Words is edited by Publicity and Public 
Services Librarian, Christopher Ciemniewski from contributions by library staff members. 

Become a member of the Wallingford Public Library Association: 

The Wallingford Public Library relies on member contributions in addition to funding it 
receives from the Town of Wallingford. We hope you will support the Library by becoming 
a member of the Wallingford Public Library Association. 

Your support helps ensure that the Library will continue to be a dynamic hub that serves 
and inspires individuals and families throughout our community. To join the Wallingford 
Public Library Association, visit our website or request a membership envelope at the 
Library. WORDS, a publication of the Wallingford Public Library, is sent electronically 
to members of the Wallingford Public Library Association. As a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, we are also eligible to accept a bequest from your estate plan. 
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Word of Mouth - Staff Picks!

The Song of Achilles
by Madeline Miller

Chris C.
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Stay-Connected!
Words is the Wallingford Public Library’s monthly 
newsletter of events. Each month, the first 
50 copies are printed in color followed by an 
unlimited printing in grayscale. 

View the current issue in color on 
our website using this QR code 
or at the following link:
walpublib.org/newsletter

Register for events online through 
our digital calendar of events: 
walpublib.org/events

Never Miss
an Event!

Join our email list to receive personalized emails 
so you never miss the events that interest you 
the most: walpublib.org/email

Follow us on social media for more news, 
events, and photos: @WallingfordLibrary 
on Facebook and @WalPubLib on Twitter and 
Instagram.

Sedating Elaine
by Dawn Winter

Julie R.

The Disasters
by M.K. England

Sam L.

Adult Fiction: walpublib.org/3zhUMrV 
Adult Memoirs & Nonfiction:

walpublib.org/3lQ0hWJ

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/f399c312-e2be-5439-512e-81aa75d0724f/Home?searchId=14912216&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27054597?searchId=14912224&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/ec74b905-a449-3429-687a-127f022cfdd9/Home?searchId=14912220&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://walpublib.org/newsletter
https://walpublib.org/events
mailto:https://walpublib.org/email?subject=
http://walpublib.org/3zhUMrV 
http://walpublib.org/3lQ0hWJ


Like many organizations, in the past several years the Wallingford Public Library has placed renewed 
focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) work, and we saw an immediate need to implement DEI work within our 
organization. In our role as a community convener, educator, and leader, it is our responsibility to go outside the library’s walls 
and support our community’s efforts in becoming a more welcoming and equitable place for all. Here’s what that work looks 
like so far:  

• Created a Racial Justice Resource Guide
• Formed an internal DEI committee made up of library staff and board members to analyze and 

address hiring practices, library policies, and staff education
• Convened Community Conversations on Race, held every other month. Topics have included 

microaggressions, community-building, housing inequity, healthcare disparities, and implicit bias
• Hosted training for 15 members of library staff and community leaders to become stronger 

conversation facilitators
• Helped form the Wallingford Racial Justice Team, made up of community organizations and 

individuals committed to DEI work
• Developed plans for The Wallingford Table, a series of events where Wallingford residents of all 

ages, races, ethnicities, identities, abilities, and socioeconomic backgrounds are invited to have a seat 
at the table (more information to come)

It is important to us to let our community know the work happening internally and externally to move our community forward. 
And we want more of you, the community, to join us.

How can you get involved? You have options: take part in a Conversation on Race, read the Racial Justice Resource 
Guide, join us at our Pride events (see cover page), or apply to join the Wallingford Racial Justice Team. See below for more 
information about joining the Wallingford Racial Justice Team. We are looking to expand our group and the impact of our work. 
We would love to have you on board!

—Leah Farrell, Head of Adult Programming and Community Service
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A Few Words on...

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

 It has been an honor for me to participate  
 in WPL’s effort to make our library —and by 
extension our community—more welcoming. I love 
that we live in an increasingly diverse community, 
and nothing makes me happier than seeing people 
across Wallingford come together to make equity, 
inclusivity, and belonging a priority. Though I am 
leaving my position as the director of this library, I 
look forward to attending future Conversations on 
Race and to staying involved in local activities that 
promote racial and social justice. I hope 
to see you soon at The Table and other 
community building events.
 
 —Jane Fisher, Outgoing Library Director

Are you interested in diversity, equity, and 
inclusion? Join the Wallingford Racial Justice Team! 
We are guided by the following: 

We believe that building a stronger, richer 
community happens when everyone belongs 
and has a voice and a seat at the table. We all 
benefit when we have opportunities to share 
with each other and learn from each other. An 
equitable, more connected community is one 
where everyone is happier, healthier, and more 
successful (financially or otherwise).

If you agree with our vision, please fill out this form to 
connect with organizers Leah Farrell and Judah Lopez.

https://bit.ly/3O09V8B


If you are viewing this newsletter digitally, you can click the film posters 
above to view them in the catalog and place them on hold.
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Introduction to 3D Printing
Saturday, June 3rd    OR    
Monday, June 26th 2-3:30pm | Adults
Collaboratory | Registration required
Click to register for Saturday
Click to register for Monday
Learn the basics of designing in a 3D environment with Learn the basics of designing in a 3D environment with 
Tinkercad, a free 3D modeling software, as well as how to Tinkercad, a free 3D modeling software, as well as how to 
find premade models online.find premade models online.

Introduction to Garageband
Monday, June 12th    OR    Saturday, June 17th 

2-3:30pm | Adults | Collaboratory | Registration required
Click to register for Monday
Click to register for Saturday
Garageband is a music production program that is perfect for first time users. Learn what Garageband can do, Garageband is a music production program that is perfect for first time users. Learn what Garageband can do, 
how to use it, and important features to know. Some computer/musical experience is helpful, but not required.how to use it, and important features to know. Some computer/musical experience is helpful, but not required.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring
Tuesday & Thursday Afternoons
4-4:45pm   OR   4:45-5:30pm | Collaboratory | Registration required | Click for calendar
Register for a one-on-one computer tutoring session with volunteers. Learn about keyboard and mouse skills, Register for a one-on-one computer tutoring session with volunteers. Learn about keyboard and mouse skills, 
word processing, Internet searching, online job applications, or social media. word processing, Internet searching, online job applications, or social media. 
You can bring your own device or the library can supply a laptop for your tutoring session.You can bring your own device or the library can supply a laptop for your tutoring session.

Drop in to see these Friday Night Flicks Friday Night Flicks playing 
this month on the big screen in the Community Room!

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted.
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80 for Brady [PG-13]
Friday, June 2nd | 6pm 
After decades of dreaming, a quartet of older After decades of dreaming, a quartet of older 
women, who are dedicated football fans, finally women, who are dedicated football fans, finally 
decides to make a pilgrimage to the Super Bowl decides to make a pilgrimage to the Super Bowl 
for the once-in-a-lifetime chance to meet their for the once-in-a-lifetime chance to meet their 
favorite player, noteworthy NFL mainstay Tom favorite player, noteworthy NFL mainstay Tom 
Brady. Along the way, a series of hijinks ensue.  Brady. Along the way, a series of hijinks ensue.  

Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania [PG-13]
Friday, June 16th | 6pm
Superhero partners Scott Lang and Hope van Superhero partners Scott Lang and Hope van 
Dyne, along with with Hope’s parents Janet van Dyne, along with with Hope’s parents Janet van 
Dyne and Hank Pym, and Scott’s daughter Cassie Dyne and Hank Pym, and Scott’s daughter Cassie 
Lang, find themselves exploring the Quantum Lang, find themselves exploring the Quantum 
Realm, interacting with strange new creatures Realm, interacting with strange new creatures 
and embarking on an adventure that will push and embarking on an adventure that will push 
them beyond the limits of what they thought them beyond the limits of what they thought 
possible.possible.

https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-3d-printing-1
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-3d-printing-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-garageband-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-garageband
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month?program_types%5B53%5D=53
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27324758?searchId=14912236&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/337fe7c4-0116-c0d6-f791-ff948c0d26fa/Home?searchId=14912238&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local


Judah R. Lopez has been an active volunteer in the Wallingford community since 2011, after relocating from Buffalo, NY. 
A lover of learning, Judah is driven by creativity, her faith and a mission to engage in fruitful, life-giving conversations with everyone she meets. 
As a passionate justice advocate, she is furthering her education through graduate studies at Union Theological Seminary.

How did you get started with community Diversity, Equity and Inclusion work?
It all started when my daughter was a senior in high school. The group, which is now known as the 
Wallingford Racial Justice Team, was a group of community leaders and individuals started 
by Wallingford Public Schools. In 2021, the library took over coordinating the group. 
Jane Fisher invited me to join the library’s internal DEI effort as well as facilitate DEI 
training and talks with our community. I have stayed involved and the library has 
grown the program since taking it over. This subject has always been something 
that I have an interest in. I am passionate about bringing these discussions 
into our community. I was a former board member at Spanish Community 
of Wallingford (SCOW) which was a great way to stay connected to the 
community. There are two current SCOW board members on this team. 
There are a lot of leaders coming together to do this important work.

What programs have you worked on at the 
library?

I received facilitation training, which involved myself and 
other community leaders learning how to facilitate community 
Conversations on Race. In March I co-facilitated a conversation 
where at the beginning of the program we had all participants 
commit to being active listeners. By giving community members 
the opportunity to be learners and putting the skills we are 
teaching to use right away, we make room for others to share 
their experiences. We want to create a positive environment. If 
someone is addressing concerns which take the conversation off-
topic, we steer the conversation back on course. We are working 
on cultural humility. The endgame is not to get someone on your 
side, it is to help them understand each other better. With this 
mutual understanding, we can diverge into new areas. 

Why is this so important?
In my mind and in my heart, even though it is work, it is important 
to find our blind spots. Where is the system failing our residents 
and why? Though these talks require everyone to work on the topic 
together, it is not a labor to enjoy your neighbors. Helping others to 
understand why this work is so important teaches us to be better communicators. By addressing topics that may be uncomfortable in a way that 
is safe and open, we can talk about why this is uncomfortable and grow from the conversation. The patrons come out to these events because 
they want to do better. They want to rid their vocabulary of outdated language. We share information that many may not be aware of. 

What does the future look like with DEI in our community?
This year for the Great Give the library fundraised to hold events that will be called “The Wallingford Table.” These gatherings will be an 
opportunity to enjoy food and conversation and to grow. We belong together despite our many differences. The community is stronger together. 
The Wallingford Table will give us a new way to enjoy each other rather than being in conflict. The Table will be a place where individuals can 
come together and take the time to engage with one another and listen to their stories. I am grateful for the opportunity to dive into this work 
and I’ve been inspired to further my education. I am about to start my Masters of Arts in Social Justice.

A Talk with Judah Lopez
A Word with our Community Collaborators
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interview by Jesse Bernier



Bilingual Homework Help
Monday, June 5th & Wednesday, June 7th

4-8pm | Grades K-5 | Children’s Room | Drop-in   

The Wallingford Public Library offers FREE drop-in 
Homework Help! Homework Help is offered in English and 
Spanish and follows the public school calendar. The program 
is not offered on days that the public schools are closed. 

Ayuda Bilingue con las Tareas
Lunes 5 y miércoles 7 de junio
4-8pm | Grados K-5 | Área de los Niños
No necesita cita

La Biblioteca Pública de Wallingford ofrece Ayuda GRATIS 
con las Tareas, pueden venir a cualquier hora entre las 4 y 
las 8! Ayuda con las Tareas en Español e Inglés y sigue el 
calendario escolar. El Programa no se ofrece los días que las 
escuela públicas están cerradas. 

BilingualBilingual
Homework  HelpHomework  Help
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Weekly  Story  TimesWeekly  Story  Times
Registration is required. Registration opens at 9am weekly 
on the Sunday prior to the program. You may register your 
child for one program and/or time slot. Please ask us if you 
need help deciding which program is the best fit for your 
child. 

Bouncing Babies
0-18 months | 10am OR 11am | Wonder Room
Mondays, June 26th - Aug 7th

This class introduces babies, toddlers, and their grownups to 
the library and each other while learning how to support their 
growth and development through songs, puppets, rhymes, 
and books. Includes playtime afterwards.

Waddling Ones & Twos
18-35 months | 10:30am | Community Room
Tuesdays, June 27th - Aug 8th

This class is great for active toddlers. Songs, rhymes, 
movement, parachute play, books, and a whole lot of fun 
help children learn more about how language works. 
Includes play time afterwards.

Pajama Family Story Time
Ages 0-5 | 6:30pm | Community Room
Wednesdays, June 28th - Aug 9th

Join Miss Kari at this active, early literacy-enriched story time 
where we will explore books, songs, and rhymes for all ages.

Preschool Story Time
Ages 3-5 | 10:30am | Children’s Program Room
Thursdays, June 29th - Aug 10th

Books, puppets, and songs will reinforce your child’s pre-
reading skills through repetition and rhyme. A craft is 
included that will help kids develop their fine motor skills. 

Our  Favorite
LGBT  Books!

Miss  Kristina
Mr. Watson’s 
Chickens
by Jarrett Dapier
Ages 3+

Miss  Kristina
The Deepest 
Breath
by Meg Grehan
Ages 8+

Mr  Josh
Snapdragon
by Kat Leyh
Ages 9+

Mr  Josh
The 
Cardboard 
Kingdom
by Chad Sell
Ages 9+

Miss  Erin
Ho’Onani: 

Hula Warrior
by Heather Gale

Ages 5+

Miss  Erin
Bathe 

the Cat
by Alice McGinty

Ages 4+

Preschool  ProgramsPreschool  Programs
Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise 
noted. Registration opens four weeks prior to the program 
date at 9am.

Story Walk with Mrs. Stowe
Wednesday, June 14th | Ages 3-5
9:30am OR 1:30pm | Marcus Cooke Park
Click to register for 9:30am
Click to register for 1:30pm
Take a walk through nature and listen to a story! Join retired 
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Stowe, to find hidden pages from a 
book along a trail through the woods and learn about nature 
along the way. Meet under the pavilion at Marcus Cooke Park 
in Wallingford.

Even  More  LGBT  Books  for  Kids  and  Families: walpublib.org/3sZW5Yq

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/bfba78d0-fd9e-c47f-0a43-f587a1778901/Home?searchId=14912267&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/c354c3eb-6e68-ea5b-9e77-85dcea64ce2e/Home?searchId=14912270&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/75954f73-2bb5-c860-8d52-3bb98c51f3e0/Home?searchId=14912273&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/15864f52-ac16-f64d-0726-00b010c1906e/Home?searchId=14912276&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26295854?searchId=14912279&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/19a99c37-e512-f014-6636-ecd51d272e5c/Home?searchId=14912282&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/story-walk-mrs-stowe-9
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/story-walk-mrs-stowe-9
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/story-walk-mrs-stowe-18
https://walpublib.org/3sZW5Yq
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Feed Your Mind: 
A Summer Learning Program for Students Entering Grades K-6

Registration will begin on May 30th. When registering, you will be asked to create a username and password to 
access your summer reading account. 

You may begin logging books on June 15th and begin completing missions in the library on July 3rd.  The last day 
to log minutes, complete missions, and submit prize drawings is August 19th. Please ask the children’s desk if you 
have any questions or need help setting up your account. 

To complete the program and earn a FREE book from the Wallingford Library’s Book Seller, you need to read 600 
minutes this summer. If you finish early, keep going! By reading 1200 minutes before the program officially ends 
on August 19th, you will earn a chance to win one of our Grand Prizes. 

For added fun, each week beginning July 3rd there will be a new mission to complete at the library. Complete 
missions to learn the ingredients for a mystery dish. Solve the puzzle for an extra chance at a Grand Prize! 

Feed Your Mind: 
A Family Read Together Program for 
Babies, Toddlers, & Preschoolers

Spend time reading as a family! For every five books your family reads together, you will earn a strawberry to add 
to our berry patch and you will be entered into a drawing for a gift basket. You may read the same book more than 
once —we know that’s how many preschoolers enjoy their favorite books. 

For added fun, for every 5 books you read, stop by the library for a scrumptious scavenger hunt! Search around the 
tree for hidden pictures and earn a sticker for finding them all!

You can begin logging your books beginning June 15th. The last day to log books and submit prize drawings is 
August 19th.

PROGRAMS  TOPROGRAMS  TO    FEED  YOUR  MINDFEED  YOUR  MIND  
Registration is required unless otherwise noted. Registration opens at 9am, 4 weeks prior to the program date. 

The Beardsley Zoo’s 
Life in the Wild 
Wednesday, June 28th | 10:30-11:30am
All ages | Community Room 
Click to register
Beardsley Zoo ambassadors (a.k.a. live animals!) 
will visit the library along with their educating 
humans to teach you about the amazing 
adaptations animals have for thriving in their 

Teddy Bear Tea Party 
Thursday, June 29th | 3-4pm
Grades K-2 | Community Room
Click to register
Join us for a totally tea-riffic teddy bear tea party! 
Bring your favorite teddy bear to enjoy a cup of tea 
and a snack, listen to a teddy bear story, and sing 
along to some of our bear-y favorite songs. 

https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/beardsley-zoos-life-wild
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/teddy-bear-tea-party
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Happenings Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted. 
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Beekeeping Demonstration & Honey Tasting
Tuesday, June 6th | 6:30-7:30pm | Community Room & Zoom | Click to register
Beekeeper Mark CeneriBeekeeper Mark Ceneri of Trumbull Nature & Arts Center will cover everything about bees and  of Trumbull Nature & Arts Center will cover everything about bees and 
beekeeping! He will show you how beekeeping equipment is used, lead a lively discussion on the importance beekeeping! He will show you how beekeeping equipment is used, lead a lively discussion on the importance 
of pollination to food production, offer captivating facts about the cooperative structure of honeybee society, of pollination to food production, offer captivating facts about the cooperative structure of honeybee society, 
and tell you all you need to know about honey, royal jelly, and beeswax. We will also have a tasting of and tell you all you need to know about honey, royal jelly, and beeswax. We will also have a tasting of 
Connecticut raw honey.Connecticut raw honey.

Poet Laureate Presents:
Debora Kuan & Aaron Caycedo-Kimura Book Launch
Tuesday, June 13th | 7-8:30pm
Sally Hart Lodge, Choate Rosemary Hall, 138 N. Elm St. | Click to register
Join us for a joint book launch for two Connecticut poets! Join us for a joint book launch for two Connecticut poets! Debora KuanDebora Kuan, Poet Laureate of Wallingford, reads , Poet Laureate of Wallingford, reads 
from her third and newest collection of poetry from her third and newest collection of poetry Women on the Moon, and , and Aaron Caycedo-KimuraAaron Caycedo-Kimura  
reads from his first collection reads from his first collection Common Grace. Readings will be followed by a Q&A and book signings.. Readings will be followed by a Q&A and book signings.

Cover Letters 101
Wednesday, June 14th | 7-8:30pm | Collins Room | Click to register
Are you applying for jobs and aren’t sure the best way to craft a cover letter? Do you want to learn what Are you applying for jobs and aren’t sure the best way to craft a cover letter? Do you want to learn what 
employers are looking for when they read cover letters? Join employers are looking for when they read cover letters? Join Librarian and Career Specialist Sarah Librarian and Career Specialist Sarah 
EisemanEiseman to learn how to craft a great cover letter and help move your career forward. You will learn about  to learn how to craft a great cover letter and help move your career forward. You will learn about 
what language to use and about some free library resources that can help you along the way.what language to use and about some free library resources that can help you along the way.

This is a great session to attend before a This is a great session to attend before a one-on-one session with Sarah for those who want to create  for those who want to create 
a new resume. a new resume. Wallingford library card (or card from another subscribing library) recommended. Non-WPL Wallingford library card (or card from another subscribing library) recommended. Non-WPL 
participants are welcome. Please check with your home library to see if they subscribe to JobNow! before participants are welcome. Please check with your home library to see if they subscribe to JobNow! before 
registering.registering.

Learn to Play the Ukulele
Tuesday, June 20th | 6:30-8pm | Community Room | Click to register
Want to try an instrument that is fun and easy to play? Join Want to try an instrument that is fun and easy to play? Join Julie StepanekJulie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals  as she shows the fundamentals 
of ukulele playing. No experience necessary. Ukuleles provided, but feel free to bring your own! Geared of ukulele playing. No experience necessary. Ukuleles provided, but feel free to bring your own! Geared 
towards adults and teens grades 6 and up.towards adults and teens grades 6 and up.

Intro to Data: Build Your Data Literacy
Tuesday, June 27th | 9:30-11am | Community Room | Click to register
Data literacy is essential for making informed decisions in today’s data-driven world. However, many of us Data literacy is essential for making informed decisions in today’s data-driven world. However, many of us 
feel overwhelmed by the abundance of data available and struggle to understand and use it effectively. This feel overwhelmed by the abundance of data available and struggle to understand and use it effectively. This 
CTData workshopCTData workshop will help you feel more confident working with data in your professional and personal  will help you feel more confident working with data in your professional and personal 
life.life.

During this interactive workshop, you will learn how to evaluate data quality and the conclusions others During this interactive workshop, you will learn how to evaluate data quality and the conclusions others 
make with data. You will leave the workshop with a better understanding of data literacy and practical ways make with data. You will leave the workshop with a better understanding of data literacy and practical ways 
to apply it in your everyday life.to apply it in your everyday life.

https://bit.ly/3M43Wgr
https://bit.ly/3VYgGta
https://wordworksbooks.org/product/women-on-the-moon/
http://www.beacon.org/Common-Grace-P1852.aspx
https://bit.ly/44yQPfz
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ9GnGnBLLNNA8waipwGA48D6sgJV-cjNLLoF6vXwgikDyUg/viewform
https://bit.ly/42esGcz
https://bit.ly/44CzlPo
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Gatherings

Knit @ WPL
Monday, June 5th | 6-7:30pm
Board Room | No registration required
Knit @ WPL is a place where knitters and crocheters can Knit @ WPL is a place where knitters and crocheters can 
practice their work in the company of others. Newcomers practice their work in the company of others. Newcomers 
are welcome to join, but knitting experience is required.are welcome to join, but knitting experience is required.

Saturday Mornings 
with Poetry
Saturday, June 10th & 24th  | 9:45am-12noon
Collins Room | No registration required
A meeting of people who love reading and writing poetry. A meeting of people who love reading and writing poetry. 
SMwP provides poetic opportunities for anyone to share SMwP provides poetic opportunities for anyone to share 
their poetry, discuss the literary works of poets known and their poetry, discuss the literary works of poets known and 
unknown, and expand skills in writing and editing poems in unknown, and expand skills in writing and editing poems in 
the shared camaraderie of comfortable, supportive members. the shared camaraderie of comfortable, supportive members. 

No registration required. To participate and for details about No registration required. To participate and for details about 
meeting virtually or in-person, contact Karen Ciosek at meeting virtually or in-person, contact Karen Ciosek at 
kjc73048@gmail.comkjc73048@gmail.com..

Wallingford Writers 
Community 
Saturday, June 17th | 2-4pm
Board Room & Zoom
Join the Wallingford Writers Community and discover Join the Wallingford Writers Community and discover 
how the fellowship of other writers can help you pursue how the fellowship of other writers can help you pursue 
your writing goals! All meetings include dedicated your writing goals! All meetings include dedicated 
writing time, craft techniques for fiction and literary writing time, craft techniques for fiction and literary 
nonfiction, and the opportunity to share work in a nonfiction, and the opportunity to share work in a 
supportive, creative forum. To participate, contact Leah supportive, creative forum. To participate, contact Leah 
Farrell at Farrell at lfarrell@wallingfordlibrary.orglfarrell@wallingfordlibrary.org..

French Conversation Group
Mondays | 4:30-5:30pm | Board Room
No registration required
Improve your French in a friendly and non-judgmental Improve your French in a friendly and non-judgmental 
space! Some knowledge of French recommended.space! Some knowledge of French recommended.

WPL Play Readers 
Wednesday, June 7th | 6:30-8:30pm | Collins Room
No registration required
The Wallingford Public Library Play Readers bring and share The Wallingford Public Library Play Readers bring and share 
poetry, prose, famous speeches and documents, monologues, poetry, prose, famous speeches and documents, monologues, 
as well as original material! Come check us out. All are as well as original material! Come check us out. All are 
welcome to read and/or listen. welcome to read and/or listen. 

Spanish Conversation Group
Thursdays | 4:30-5:30pm | Collins Room
No registration required
Improve your Spanish in a friendly and non-judgmental Improve your Spanish in a friendly and non-judgmental 
space! Some knowledge of Spanish recommended.space! Some knowledge of Spanish recommended.

Bereavement Support Group 
Thursdays, May 25th - June 22nd | 6-7:30pm | Board Room
This group provide those who are grieving with a safe and supportive environment in which to share their experiences, This group provide those who are grieving with a safe and supportive environment in which to share their experiences, 
their memories, their sorrows, and their challenges of grieving. We will be meeting on May 25th, June 1st, June 8th, June their memories, their sorrows, and their challenges of grieving. We will be meeting on May 25th, June 1st, June 8th, June 
15th, June 22nd. All are welcome. 15th, June 22nd. All are welcome. 
RSVP to Melinda Bottone, Bereavement Coordinator at (203) 679-5300 x4.RSVP to Melinda Bottone, Bereavement Coordinator at (203) 679-5300 x4.

One-on-One Career Counseling
Sign up today to schedule your appointment with 
the library’s career specialist Sarah Eiseman!
Get personalized help with crafting a resume or cover letter or preparing for your big interview. Get personalized help with crafting a resume or cover letter or preparing for your big interview. 
Click here to get started or contact Sarah Eiseman at  to get started or contact Sarah Eiseman at seiseman@wallingfordlibrary.orgseiseman@wallingfordlibrary.org. . 
You will be contacted shortly to schedule your appointment. You will be contacted shortly to schedule your appointment. 

https://bit.ly/31gT73Y
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New in Novels by Cindy 
Haiken

The Memory of Animals 
by Claire Fuller — During the 
pandemic, a disgraced and deeply 
in debt 27-year-old marine biologist 
registers for an experimental vaccine 
trial in London.

The Only One Left by Riley 
Sager — A young caregiver is 
assigned to work for a woman 
accused of a Lizzie Borden-like 
massacre decades ago.

Same Time Next Summer by Annabel Monaghan 
— An engaged woman reconnects with her first love 
who broke her heart, calling into question everything 
she thought she knew about their love story and about 
herself.

The Spectacular by Fiona 
Davis — In 1956 New York City, 
a Radio City Rockette is drawn 
into the police search for the “Big 
Apple Bomber.”

Talking at Night by Claire 
Daverly — Two teenagers fall in 
love and then keep finding their 
way back to one another over the 
years.

A Terrible Kindness by Andre 
Dubus III — A working-class man 
falls off the roof of his house, and his 
injuries send his life into a tailspin.

The Wind Knows My Name 
by Isabel Allende — A story that 
traces the ripple effects of war and 
immigration on one child in Europe 
in 1938 and another in the United 
States in 2019.

Zero Days by Ruth Ware — When a routine 
assignment goes horribly wrong, the #1 suspect goes on 
the run while trying to decide who she can trust as she 
races against time to clear her name and find the real 
killer.

Also of note this month are the 
15th installment in the Private 
series by James Patterson 
(Private Moscow), the 30th 
installment in the Eve Duncan 
series by Iris Johansen (The 
Survivor), the 31st Alex Cross 
thriller by James Patterson 
(Cross Down), the 64th Stone 
Barrington novel by Stuart 
Woods (Near Miss) and new 
novels by Elin Hilderbrand (The 
Five-Star Weekend), Danielle Steel (Palazzo) and 
Beatriz Williams (The Beach at Summerly). 

If you are viewing this newsletter 
digitally, you can click any of the 
book covers below to view them 
in the catalog.

ForeWords—
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In Virginia Woolf’s classic novel, Mrs. 
Dalloway, Clarissa Dalloway observes that “June had 
drawn out every leaf on the trees.” If you walk around 
town the way Clarissa strolled around London, you might 
notice the same thing. Similarly, June has filled our new 
book shelves with new novels that usher in the unofficial 
start to the summer season. Here are some examples of 
what the warm weather is bringing our way:

All the Sinners Bleed by S.A. 
Crosby — A former FBI agent 
becomes the first Black sheriff of his 
small southern hometown.

Be Mine by Richard Ford — A 
man describes and confronts his 
own morality and that of his son, 
just diagnosed with ALS, on a shared 
winter trip to Mount Rushmore. 

Death Comes to Marlow by 
Robert Thorogood — The three 

elderly members of the Marlow Murder Club try to solve a 
locked room murder mystery.

The First Ladies by Marie Benedict — Initially drawn 
together because of their shared belief in women’s rights 
and the power of education, a civil rights activist and 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt fight together for justice and 
equality.

The House of Lincoln by 
Nancy Horan — A woman finds 
employment as a “Saturday girl” 
and household help for Abraham 
and Mary Lincoln during the years 
they lived together in Springfield, 
Illinois.

I Am Homeless if This Is Not 
My Home by Lorrie Moore — A 
teacher visits his dying brother in 
the Bronx and gets caught up in a 
mystery involving a journal from the 19th century that was 
stolen from a boarding house.

The Imposters by Tom Rachman — A once successful 
but now aging and bitter novelist knows her mind is going 
and is determined to finish her last book before time runs 
out.

Lady Tan’s Circle of Women 
by Lisa See — A woman is trained 
by her physician grandmother in 
15th-century China and works with a 
young midwife before an arranged 
marriage threatens her career.

The Last Drop of Hemlock 
by Katharine Schellman — A 
woman who works at a Prohibition-
era speakeasy is determined to 
investigate the poisoning of a friend’s 
uncle, which has been incorrectly 
ruled a suicide.

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27344460?searchId=14912357&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/26de744f-60de-1cde-13d5-4998ae16d4a7/Home?searchId=14939376&recordIndex=5&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/6206f11d-6c9d-68f5-af79-97c95c127e5b/Home?searchId=14912359&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27299120?searchId=14912348&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27311120?searchId=14912350&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/1f0ba251-f0bd-057d-f4d7-76c6328b0cc7/Home?searchId=14912353&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27295187?searchId=14912361&recordIndex=1&page=1


Romantic Comedy
by Curtis Sittenfeld
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Book Discussions

Classics Book Club 
My Antonia by Willa Cather
Thursday, June 1st | 6:30-8pm | Collins Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy Haiken
In the late 1880s, recently orphaned Jim Burden travels by train to rural Nebraska to live with his grandparents. On the same 
train is 13-year-old Ántonia Shimerda, an immigrant from Bohemia, whose family is buying the land next to the Burdens. The 
two families become close friends, and Jim and Ántonia bond over their love of the land. Cather’s classic novel depicts the 
changes and challenges of rural immigrant life in the pre-war years.

To participate and for details about meeting virtually or in-person, contact Cindy at chaiken@wallingfordlibrary.org 

Mystery Book Club
Family Business by S.J. Rozan
Wednesday, June 7th | 3-4:15pm | Community Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Professor and Author Carole Shmurak
In the 14th mystery featuring NYC PIs Lydia Chin and Bill Smith, several people want to succeed tong leader Big Brother Choi 
after he dies of a heart attack. Choi’s surprise heir is his niece Mel Wu. When Lydia goes with Mel to Choi’s headquarters to 
learn a secret that Choi told his assistant Chang Yao-Zu, they find Chang’s stabbed corpse instead. 

To participate, contact Carole at cshmurak@gmail.com and put “Wallingford Mystery Book Club” in the subject line. 

Thursday Night Book Club 
Seating Arrangements by Maggie Shipstead
Thursday, June 15th | 6:30-8pm | Collins Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy Haiken
Winn Van Meter is preparing for his daughter’s wedding on an exclusive island off the coast of Massachusetts. Winn’s wife has 
planned the wedding with military precision, but the arrangements are threatened by misplaced desire, marital infidelity and a 
fundamental loss of faith in the rituals of American life. Shipstead’s debut novel, described by NPR as “Edith Wharton with a 

Book Seller Hours 
Mon, Fri, & Sat
10am - 12noon

Tue & Wed
10am - 12noon &
2:30pm - 4:30pm

Thu
2:30pm - 4:30pm

BOOK SELLER
WALLINGFORD            PUBLIC LIBRARY

Cindy’s June Picks!

millennial generation edge,” won the Los Angeles Times Book 
Prize and the Dylan Thomas Prize.

To participate and for details about meeting virtually or in-person, 
contact Cindy at chaiken@wallingfordlibrary.org

The House Is on Fire
by Rachel Beanland

You Could Make This 
Place Beautiful
by Maggie Smith

June Specials:
DVDs and CDs

Buy One, Get One Free

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/0a8e61dd-c22d-f4e3-7cd5-6d3b95ed39af/Home?searchId=14912381&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/64c32038-3625-9a54-ac97-58cbf7cbfa21/Home?searchId=14912377&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27302453?searchId=14912375&recordIndex=1&page=1


Maker MondaysMaker Mondays
June 5th, 12th, & 26th, 4-5pm  | 4-5pm | Adults & Teens in Grades 9+
Meet and mingle with like-minded makers at our weekly social event! Maker Mondays are a great Meet and mingle with like-minded makers at our weekly social event! Maker Mondays are a great 
opportunity to share and show off what you have made/what you are working on at the moment. You opportunity to share and show off what you have made/what you are working on at the moment. You 
might find a collaborator or meet a new friend. might find a collaborator or meet a new friend. 

Open SewOpen Sew
Tuesday, June 6th | 5:30-8:30pm | Adults & Teens in Grades 9+ 
Do you like to sew? Join people who enjoy quilting and sewing at a casual “drop in” program anytime Do you like to sew? Join people who enjoy quilting and sewing at a casual “drop in” program anytime 
from 5:30 to 8:30pm in the Collaboratory. Bring your unfinished projects, either hand sewing or machine. from 5:30 to 8:30pm in the Collaboratory. Bring your unfinished projects, either hand sewing or machine. 
There are 4 portable sewing machines (or bring your own) and lots of sewing supplies and tools provided There are 4 portable sewing machines (or bring your own) and lots of sewing supplies and tools provided 
by the library for your use. Stop by for 10 minutes or for the full 3 hours for a fun evening of sharing and by the library for your use. Stop by for 10 minutes or for the full 3 hours for a fun evening of sharing and 
learning!learning!

Virtual Reality for AdultsVirtual Reality for Adults
Wednesday, June 21st | 5:30-6:30pm | Adults
Tired of reality? Try virtual reality instead. We have a new Meta Quest 2 headset, so stop by to see what it Tired of reality? Try virtual reality instead. We have a new Meta Quest 2 headset, so stop by to see what it 
can do. Play a game, ride a roller coaster, explore the world, or just hang out in VR! can do. Play a game, ride a roller coaster, explore the world, or just hang out in VR! 

In
 th

e 
Co

lla
bo

ra
to

ry

12

Drop-In ProgramsDrop-In Programs

Max FAQs Max FAQs from Max Spurrfrom Max Spurr

Q: What do you think is the most underrated piece of 
      equipment in the Collaboratory?

A: This is a tough question, because we have so many good things in here. My answer? 
Our computers. They have so much quality and expensive software available to use for free, 
like the full Adobe Creative Cloud Suite, Final Cut Pro, Logic Pro, the full CorelDRAW 
suite, and much more. There is no limit to what you can create with this software: movies, 
music, animation, artwork, 3D models and effects, almost anything you can imagine! 
Whether you want a free way to try out expensive software, or you are an experienced 
user who just wants to save money, we have something for you.

If you have a question for Max FAQs, let us know at the 
Help Desk in the Collaboratory, or you can email it directly to 

me at mspurr@wallingfordlibrary.org.

Create Your Own JewelryCreate Your Own Jewelry
Drop in anytime in June
Custom paint some jewelry created on the library’s laser cutter! Custom paint some jewelry created on the library’s laser cutter! 
Stop by our custom jewelry station anytime this June at the first Stop by our custom jewelry station anytime this June at the first 
table in the Collaboratory. Select from an assortment of pre-cut table in the Collaboratory. Select from an assortment of pre-cut 
designs and then customize them with paint pens. There are designs and then customize them with paint pens. There are 
designs for all interests! Ask at the Help Desk for even more designs for all interests! Ask at the Help Desk for even more 
jewelry making options.jewelry making options.



Needle Felted PigNeedle Felted Pig
Wednesday, June 7th | 7-8:30pm    
OR    Thursday, June 8th | 3-4:30pm 
Learn how to needle felt by hand and create a small, Learn how to needle felt by hand and create a small, 
decorative pig. Needle felting uses a barbed needle decorative pig. Needle felting uses a barbed needle 
to mat fibers together, typically in wool.to mat fibers together, typically in wool.

Cards For Every OccasionCards For Every Occasion
Tuesday, June 13th | 7-8:30pm 
OR    Wednesday, June 14th | 3-4:30pm 
Create three beautiful greeting cards for any Create three beautiful greeting cards for any 
occasion using techniques like stamping, embossing, occasion using techniques like stamping, embossing, 
and paper trimming.and paper trimming. Instructor Jesse Bernier, an avid  Instructor Jesse Bernier, an avid 
card maker, is the founder of a local charity called card maker, is the founder of a local charity called 
Card Angels. Her love of bright and colorful things Card Angels. Her love of bright and colorful things 
shines through in both her personality and the crafts shines through in both her personality and the crafts 
she designs.she designs.

Chain PaintingChain Painting
Wednesday, June 21st | 7-8:30pm 
OR    Thursday, June 22nd | 3-4:30pm 
Chain pull painting is a fun non-traditional method Chain pull painting is a fun non-traditional method 
of painting that gives gorgeous results, no brushes of painting that gives gorgeous results, no brushes 
required. Be sure to wear clothes which you required. Be sure to wear clothes which you 
wouldn’t mind having a few paint drops!wouldn’t mind having a few paint drops!
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Visit the June program lottery to register for the events below: walpublib.org/CollabJune2023
Unless otherwise noted, registration is required and is open to adults and teens in grades 9+. You may enter the Collaboratory program registration 

lottery from the 20th to the 22nd of the month prior. Participants will be selected via random drawing on the following business day. 
All others will be placed on the wait list. Due to high demand, we may limit individual participants to one program per month.

Registration ProgramsRegistration Programs

Painted Daisy Wine BottlePainted Daisy Wine Bottle
Monday, June 26th | 6:30-8:30pm 
OR    Tuesday, June 27th | 6:30-8:30pm 
OR    Wednesday, June 28th | 2:30-4:30pm 
Paint summer daisies on a wine bottle. Wine cork fairy lights will Paint summer daisies on a wine bottle. Wine cork fairy lights will 
complete the project.complete the project.

Sublimation Potholders Sublimation Potholders 
& Oven Mitts& Oven Mitts
Wednesday, June 28th | 7-8:30pm 
OR    Thursday, June 29th | 3-4:30pm
Create your own image to put onto a potholder or oven mitt using Create your own image to put onto a potholder or oven mitt using 
the Collaboratory’s sublimation printer and heat press.the Collaboratory’s sublimation printer and heat press.

Talking TED @ HomeTalking TED @ Home
Thursday, June 8th | 7-8pm | Zoom | Adults
Registration required
Click to register (after the lottery period)
Join librarian Cindy Haiken on Zoom to watch and discuss a popular Join librarian Cindy Haiken on Zoom to watch and discuss a popular 
TED talk. Once registered, you will receive an invitation to the Zoom TED talk. Once registered, you will receive an invitation to the Zoom 
meeting via email on the day of the event. In June, we will watch and meeting via email on the day of the event. In June, we will watch and 
discuss Will Guidara’s “The Secret Ingredients of Great Hospitality.”discuss Will Guidara’s “The Secret Ingredients of Great Hospitality.”

Restaurateur Will Guidara’s life changed when he decided to serve Restaurateur Will Guidara’s life changed when he decided to serve 
a two-dollar hot dog in his fancy four-star restaurant, creating a a two-dollar hot dog in his fancy four-star restaurant, creating a 
personalized experience for some out-of-town customers craving personalized experience for some out-of-town customers craving 
authentic New York City street food. The move earned such a positive authentic New York City street food. The move earned such a positive 
reaction that Guidara began pursuing this kind of “unreasonable reaction that Guidara began pursuing this kind of “unreasonable 
hospitality” full-time, seeking out ways to create extraordinary hospitality” full-time, seeking out ways to create extraordinary 
experiences and give people more than they could ever possibly expect.experiences and give people more than they could ever possibly expect.

https://walpublib.org/CollabJune2023
https://bit.ly/42ATaEK
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Pride Suncatchers
Thursday, June 1st | 3-4:30pm | Collaboratory
Grades 6-12 | Click to register
Spread your light by making a suncatcher decorated with your pride flag! Spread your light by making a suncatcher decorated with your pride flag! 
We’ll take glass frames and use translucent paint to let the sun in and shine a We’ll take glass frames and use translucent paint to let the sun in and shine a 
rainbow. rainbow. 

How to Be An Ally: A Pride Month Primer!
Wednesday, June 7th | 7-8:30pm | Community Room & Zoom
Teens & Adults  | Click to register
Join Connecticut’s own Stonewall Speakers to learn how you can be a better ally Join Connecticut’s own Stonewall Speakers to learn how you can be a better ally 
to the LGBTQ+ community! to the LGBTQ+ community! 

Learn to Play the Ukulele
Tuesday, June 20th | 6:30-8pm | Community Room | Teens & Adults | Click to register
Want to try an instrument that is fun and easy to play? Join Julie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele Want to try an instrument that is fun and easy to play? Join Julie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele 
playing. No experience necessary. Ukuleles provided, but feel free to bring your own! Geared towards playing. No experience necessary. Ukuleles provided, but feel free to bring your own! Geared towards 
adults and teens grades 6 and up.adults and teens grades 6 and up.

Needle Felted Frogs
Wednesday, June 21st | 3-4:30pm | Collaboratory | Grades 6-12 | Click to register
Needle felting is a craft that uses a barbed needle to mat fibers together, typically in wool. You’ll learn Needle felting is a craft that uses a barbed needle to mat fibers together, typically in wool. You’ll learn 
the basics of this art form while creating a cute, little frog! the basics of this art form while creating a cute, little frog! 

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted.

Kayleigh’s Favorite YA LGBT Books:

Always the 
Almost
by Edward 
Underhill

Dark and 
Deepest Red
by Anna-Marie 
McLemore

Gender Queer
by Maia Kobabe

How Do We 
Relationship?
by Tamifull

If I Can Give 
You That
by Michael Gray 
Bulla

Meet Cute 
Diary
by Emery Lee

Last Night at the 
Telegraph Club
by Malinda Lo

You Should See 
Me in a Crown
by Leah Johnson

Stonewall
by Ann Bausum

You Brought Me 
the Ocean
by Alex Sanchez 
& Julie Maroh

Even More LGBT Books for Teens: walpublib.org/41hOcMi

https://bit.ly/3NPrfwJ
https://bit.ly/3MhX8wZ
https://bit.ly/42esGcz
https://bit.ly/41i6InR
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27268986?searchId=&recordIndex=6&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/84903b48-55d1-2922-0009-2b766fd672ee/Home?searchId=&recordIndex=5&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/06677c39-e1a8-4f57-4773-b88a65d43104/Home?searchId=14911666&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27314005?searchId=&recordIndex=20&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27293233?searchId=&recordIndex=2&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/f76bbd5a-3d9e-ca80-2c84-d0e853102b5a/Home?searchId=&recordIndex=17&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/b64df25b-c717-ebc7-7f03-536ff9389022/Home?searchId=&recordIndex=13&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26647187?searchId=&recordIndex=9&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/026f4a50-3bfe-128f-4b30-1487221e5773/Home?searchId=&recordIndex=7&page=
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/fe7247d8-2c6a-6cbb-e754-4dcbf838ff03/Home?searchId=14911818&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://walpublib.org/41hOcMi


After the Stonewall riots and the inception 
of the gay liberation movement, activist Harvey Milk 
decided that both the community and the movement 
needed a symbol. In 1978 he asked fellow activist 
Gilbert Baker to create a flag. As chronicled in his 
memoir, Rainbow Warrior: My Life in Color 
(306.766 GIL) Baker’s iconic rainbow pride flag 
debuted for the first time at the 1978 Gay Freedom Day 
Parade in San Francisco. While originally consisting 

of eight colors, each with symbolic meanings, dye shortages over the 
following years forced the flag to be modified to the six colored stripes 
we know today: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet. In 2018 a 
new version of the flag, the Progress Pride Flag, was created by Daniel 
Quasar. This new design added a light blue, pink, and white striped 
chevron representing the transgender community as well as a black 
and brown striped chevron representing marginalized people of color. 
By redesigning the flag, Quasar has brought renewed attention to the 
symbolism of each of the original colors.

Red — Life & Passion
The color red was chosen as a symbol of life because 
blood can be interpreted as the essence of life. With 
life comes passion and purpose. Syan Rose’s graphic 
nonfiction book, Our Work Is Everywhere 
(Graphic 323.3264 ROS) showcases the lives and 
passions of gay, queer, and trans activists. Each story 
features stylized illustrations with themes covering 
Black femme mental health, Pacific Islander authorship, 
fat queer performance art, disabilities and healthcare practices, sex 
work activism, and even the LGBT+ community during COVID-19.

Orange — Healing & Celebration
For a number of LGBT+ community members, healing is 
an ongoing part of being queer. Many gay, bi, or trans 
individuals may not have had the support network 
needed when they were younger and may struggle 
to find a support network even into 
adulthood. Family of Origin Family 
of Choice (248.8086 HAY) by Katie 
Hays and Susan A. Chiasson offers 

a collection of stories of queer Christians. Many 
anecdotes highlight a falling out with religious family 
members or organizations and how they discovered 
healing through found families and support groups. 
In contrast, Messy Truth (259.0866 KAL) by 
Research Pastor Caleb Kaltenbach describes how 
religious communities can better foster a love for 
LGBT+ individuals without sacrificing their religious 
convictions. 

The LGBT+ community itself is also not always as 
accepting as it may seem. Body image problems plague 
the queer community and instill the idea that all LGBT+ 
community members should meet certain criteria for 
attractiveness. Fat and Queer (810.992 FAT) is an 
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The Colors of the Rainbow by Chris Ciemniewski

If you are viewing this newsletter digitally, you can click 
any of the titles below to view them in the catalog.Last Words—

anthology of stories and poems recounting the struggles of fat members 
of the queer community. The book also celebrates ways these authors 
have reclaimed their body image and offer support, inspiration, and 
empowerment to others facing this same struggle. 

Yellow — Sunlight, Ideas & Creativity
The happiest stripe on the flag, yellow represents sunlight, 
ideas, and creativity. In The Gender Creative Child 
(649.1 EHR) clinical psychologist Diane Ehrensaft, PhD 
describes ways to nurture and support gender expression 
and creativity in youths. Two of her most basic principles 
include presenting gender as something fluid rather than 
binary as well as taking the time to really listen to a child 
about their particular needs and how they would like to 

portray themselves to the world. 

Green — Nature & Growth
Green—as is common across many facets of life—is 
representative of nature and by extension, growth. While 
many hetero-normative people may fall into a place of 
comfort early into adulthood, members of the LGBT+ 
community, especially transgender people, may struggle 
to grow into their true selves for a larger portion of their 
lives. Growing Up Trans (YA 306.768 GRO) shares 
stories of trans youth ages 11-18 and their experiences 

growing into their gender identities. 
Trans Mission: My Quest to a Beard (YA 306.768 
BER) nicely picks up where Growing Up Trans leaves off. 
It follows YouTuber Alex Bertie’s quest to grow a beard, 
symbolic of a larger journey of finding comfort in his own 
body. Labelled as female at birth, Alex shares his stories 
of coming out as trans to friends and family, battling the 
healthcare system, taking male hormones, and having 
chest surgery. The one thing left to do: grow a beard!

Blue — Serenity & Peace 
Peace follows growth both in a life and on the Pride 
Flag. Blue represents calm, peace, and serentity of the 
soul. One of the most time-honored ways to achieve 
peace is through meditation and yoga. In his book A 
Queer Dharma (294.3444 BAL) Yoga instructor and 
social justice educator Jacoby Ballard crafts meditation 
tools specifically for queer communities. He focuses 
on self-compassion, fostering kindness, and grounding 
the nervous system while also deconstructing the ways 
mainstream yoga perpetuates systemic oppression. 

Violet — Pride & Spirit
Maybe the most relevent color to June Pride celebrations 
is violet. It represents pride in one’s self, one’s community 
and both individual and collective accomplishments. 
It is the culmination of all the preceeding colors and 
represents spiritual self-actualization. Shelby Criswell’s 
graphic nonfiction book Queer As All Get Out (YA 
Graphic CRI) highlights 10 historical LGBT+ figures 
that have inspired her. Criswell illustrates and portrays 
the lives of lesser-known LGBT+ figures such as poets 

Nancy Cárdenas and Ifti Nasim; trans prostitute and soldier Mary Jones;  
physician and sexologist Magnus Hirschfeld; gay rights activist Simon 
Nkoli; and gospel singer Willmer Broadnax. Criswell admires these figures 
for becoming their truest selves in the face of great adversity. It is inspiring 
to know that anyone can acheive self-actualization and that many LGBT+ 
community members today may one day carry pride and inspiration for 
future generations of lesbian, gay, bi, and trans people. 

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/3c798103-dc7d-c0c1-a96d-7d511e607289/Home?searchId=14945412&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b2677057x?searchId=14945414&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26784750?searchId=14945422&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/ae548b27-b75e-ba2f-c603-cca484f99a39/Home?searchId=14945424&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26845295?searchId=14945427&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26064996?searchId=14945428&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/4ff84d6a-c7b5-17da-1627-54cc5ee650d2/Home?searchId=14945419&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26794846?searchId=14945420&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27028306?searchId=14945431&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27007728?searchId=14945440&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/3c798103-dc7d-c0c1-a96d-7d511e607289/Home?searchId=14945412&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/3c798103-dc7d-c0c1-a96d-7d511e607289/Home?searchId=14945412&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/3c798103-dc7d-c0c1-a96d-7d511e607289/Home?searchId=14945412&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local


Monday - Friday
9:30am -  9pm

Saturday
9:30am - 5pm

Scheduled Closings

Memorial Day
Saturday, May 27th

   Monday, May 29th

Juneteenth
Monday, June 19th

Staff Development Day
Friday, June 30th

In Others’ Words...

200 North Main Street200 North Main Street
Wallingford, CT 06492Wallingford, CT 06492

June Hours

Library Assistant Lenny poses with a bunch of free comic books 
we gave away during Free Comic Book Day on Saturday, May 6th. 
Don’t worry if you missed it! The library has multiple collections 
of graphic novels, comicbooks, and manga for children, teens, 
and adults! Ask at any of the Service Desks if you need help 
finding the collections.

Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy Haiken and Assistant 
Director Julie Rio pose with author Kevin Wilson during his 
visit to Wallingford at the culminating event of One Book One 
Wallingford. Listen to Cindy and Julie’s recap of the event on the 
library’s official podcast, The Bookmark: 
walpublib.org/TheBookmark

       Can you imagine my astonishment... at learning that part 
of my own nature was female, and bird-formed, and beautiful?

—Philip Pullman, The Subtle Knife

Visit  Us  at  the Visit  Us  at  the 
We’re excited to participate in the Wallingford Garden Market this 
season. Stop by our booth to meet our amazing staff, take part in a fun 
activity, and even get a library card! We hope to see you there.  Find us 
under our green tent on these dates: 

May 20th, June 10th & 24th, July 29th, Aug 19th, Sept 9th, 16th, & 30th

http://bit.ly/2ACLLuu
https://bit.ly/3adc0tL
http://bit.ly/34fqplA
https://walpublib.org/TheBookmark

